
By Mayor Gerald Vanne  
  Government does not have to be dys-
functional. 
   In what is the norm for the last 11 
years in the City of Chilton, the Chilton 
City Council and government officials 
unveiled a budget that was not higher 
than the year before, provides residents 
with services they desire and preserves 
the city’s infrastructure. 
   Chilton city taxpayers will pay a local 
tax rate of $5.43 per $1,000 of assessed 
value, one cent less than 2012. The city 
tax rate has not been this low since 
1996. The city continues to investigate 
ways to maximize revenues and reduce 
expenditures so that taxpayers get the 
most from their local government. 
 
The Endless Campaign 
   Elections were the biggest news of 
2012. There were five elections with 
large voter turnouts (spring election, 
recall primary, recall election, the parti-
san primary and general election). Elec-
tions are important, but they are not 
cheap. This year the city spent more 
than $15,000 to cover election costs, 
which is $9,000 more than an average 
year.  
   The new push by both political parties 
to get people to vote early by absentee 
ballot also increases the election cost to 
the city. Chilton is not Milwaukee. 
There is never a four-hour wait here to 
vote on election day. Unless you are 
physically unable to, please vote on elec-
tion day. 
 
2012 Projects Streets 
   The city continued its updating its 
street infrastructure in 2012 with utility 
and street reconstruction of Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, Clay, Adams and Columbia 
Streets with vacations of portions of 
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Fulton and Liberty Streets. The city 
also completed work on Field Lane. 
   There were significant, private-sector 
projects that either started and were 
completed in 2012 or are going to be 
completed in 2013. MB Companies will 
move part of its operations to the for-
mer Econofoods building on Chestnut 
Street because the company is running 
out of room in its Chilton and New 
Holstein locations. Briess Malt and In-
gredients Co. continues to grow as the 
company expands its footprint at its 
Irish Road plant. Backyard Nature 
Products is constructing a 16,000 
square-foot expansion of its facility. 
Finally, Cruise-In Car Wash opened in 
early summer. 
   A big disappointment was Horizon 
Development not receiving WHEDA 
low-income tax credits that would 
have financed construction of a second 
Uptown Commons building in the 
city’s Uptown District. Horizon will 

City Tax Rates Stay Low In Chilton 
Your Tax Bill: What You Paid 
 City of Chilton taxpayers saw a 2.89 percent decrease in their property tax bill this 
year. Here is how property was taxed, broken down by taxing agent, last year and this 
year. 
 
Taxing Agent 2012 2013 Difference % Difference 
City of Chilton $5.44 $5.43    -$0.01    -0.18% 
Chilton School District $10.55 $10.61    +$0.06    +0.57% 
Calumet County $5.05 $5.01    -$0.04    -0.80% 
FVTC  $1.72 $1.81    +$0.09    +4.97% 
State  $0.16 $0.16     $0.00      0.00% 
Lake District  $0.07 $0.07     $0.00      0.00% 
Tax Credit  ($1.48) ($1.48)     $0.00      0.00% 
Total  $21.51 $21.61    +$0.10    +0.46% 
 
   Property taxpayers saw an increase in the lottery credit and first-dollar credit 
awarded by the state. The lottery credit was increased to $106.01 from $98.85 last 
year. The first dollar credit increased to $76.05 from $74.69. The combined credits 
decreased the tax bill by $182.06 or 4.91%. 

not apply for tax credits in 2013 be-
cause changes WHEDA made to the 
application were detrimental to the 
city’s project. The city and the Rede-
velopment Authority are actively mar-
keting the property and seeking new 
developers. 
 
Local Voices 
   Local government is best when local 
people take part in the government 
process. The city needs individuals to 
participate, either in elected and non-
elected positions, on committees and 
councils. Contact City Hall or visit the 
city’s website to learn more. 
   If you have any questions or would 
like to express any concerns you have 
about local government, my offices 
hours at City Hall are Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Feel free to contact 
me to set up a meeting. Public input is 
always welcome. 
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Bulky Item Pickup Set for May 
   The City of Chilton will 
hold its bulky item pickup 
for city residents this May.  
   Pickup is on two separate 
days: Monday, May 6th for 
residents living north of 
Main Street and residents 
living in the former Graves-
ville area, in the River 
Meadows subdivision and 
north of the railroad tracks 
on Irish Road and Monday, 
May 20th for residents liv-
ing south of Main Street. 
   Pickup will begin at 5 a.m. 
each day by Advanced Dis-
posal (formerly Veolia Envi-
ronmental Services). Resi-
dents can bring items out 
to the curbside beginning 
the Thursday prior to the 
pickup day.  
   Once Advanced Disposal  
passes a location, the com-

pany will not double back 
to pickup anything brought 
out after. Thus it is impera-
tive for people to get their 
items to the curb before 5 
a.m. on the Monday of 
pickup. 
   Advanced Disposal will 
pickup most items except 
for the following:  
 Computers and elec-

tronic items (state law 
requires that they be 
recycled) 

 Tires 
 Car batteries, 
 Waste oil (recycle at 
Wal-Mart) 
 Construction and re-
modeling debris 
 Fluorescent bulbs 
(recycle at Farm and 
Home) 

 Hazardous materials 
 LP tanks 

 Engines with fuel still 
inside 
 Items that contain Fre-
on 
 Yard waste 
   The City of Chilton bulky 
item pickup is for city resi-
dents residing in one and 
two-family households only. 
   The Chilton Police De-
partment will issue citations 
to any illegal dumping of 
materials or to those who 
do not follow the condi-
tions of the service. For 
more information on the 
Chilton bulky item pickup, 
please contact City Hall at 
849-2451 or visit the city 
web site at 
www.chilton.govoffice.com. 

$200, a 2 to 2.5 inch diameter tree is plant-
ed in the name of the honoree at one of the 
city parks. The Chilton Tree Board will as-
sist in making the tree selection. Contact 
City Hall for more Information. 
  
2013 Brush Pickup Dates 
   Chilton offers brush curbside pickup 
monthly for brush no more than 4 to 6 
inches in diameter. Collection dates are 
below. Residents do need to call City Hall 
to schedule a pickup. 
   Brush and grass clippings can be taken to 
the city garage,  
located at 908 S.  
Maple St. (behind 
Kwik Trip). Grass 
clippings, leaves and 
other yard waste are 
not allowed in the 
garbage. 

Winter Parking Rules 
There’s no parking on city streets be-
tween 1-6 a.m. from November 1 to 
April 15. Alternate parking is required 
for vehicles in residential districts. Alter-
nate parking means on even numbered 
calendar days, vehicles must be parked 
on the side of the street with even num-
bered house numbers and vice versa on 
odd-numbered days. Residents with 
extenuating circumstances (such as a 
broken-down vehicle) can call the Calu-
met County Sheriffs Department to get 
permission to have a vehicle parked 
overnight at 849-2335. However, this is 
only granted if there is no snow in the 
overnight forecast. 
 
Memorial or Honoree Trees 
   A Memorial or Honoree Tree is a 
perfect way to recognize a person and 
help the community. For a minimum of 
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2013 Community 
Calendar 

 
Chilton Fire Department  
Brat Fry 
   Saturday, April 20, at the Fire 
Department at City Hall. 11 a.m. 
to Midnight. Live music, food, 
beverages and more. Support 
your local fire department! 
 
Chilton Memorial Day  
Service 
   Monday, May 27. Parade  
begins at 9 a.m. at City Hall and 
proceeds north on Madison 
Street to the Hillside Cemetery 
where a service is held. 
 
Chilton City Band Concerts 
   June though August. The City 
Band and a variety of special 
guests perform each Thursday 
evening at Hobart Park. The  
concerts are free and fun for  
everyone! 
 
Chilton Summer Festival 
   June 13-16. The annual sum-
mer festival features fun activities 
throughout the community all 
weekend long, including the  
annual Fathers Day parade on 
Sunday. 
 
Calumet County Fair 
   August 30-September 2. Cele-
brate the biggest little fair in the 
state. Live music, rides and farm 
animals as far as the eye can see!  
See www.calumetcountyfair.com 
for more info. 
 
Crafty Apple Fest 
   September 7. Family event with 
live music, kids events, arts and 
craft items and more. 
 
Chilton Holiday Celebration 
   December 6 and 7. Chilton 
kicks off the Christmas season 
with the annual tree lighting on 
Friday night and the parade of 
lights Saturday evening.  
 

2013 Brush  
Pickup Dates 

Jan. 28 July 22 
Feb. 25         Aug. 26 
March 25     Sept. 23 
April 22        Oct. 28 
May 28*        Nov. 25 
June 24         Dec. 23 

http://www.chilton.govoffice.com/�
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   Recycling is mandatory in Wisconsin. Disposing recyclables in a garbage 
container could result in a $131 fine plus court costs. 

   In Chilton, recyclables are picked up every other week, usually on Tues-
days (see box to the right for the exact dates). Recyclables should be lo-
cated at least five feet from the garbage container. Items should be 
curbside by 5 a.m. on collection day. 

   Residents can use clothes baskets, plastic totes or trash cans for their 
recyclables. Plastic, aluminum, glass, tin and steel items need to be in sepa-
rate containers from paper items. See below on what is recyclable. 

   Waste oil is not picked up curbside. It can be taken to Wal-Mart vehicle 
service center. 

2013 Recycling Collection Dates 
Recyclables are collected on Tuesdays, except on 
dates with an “*”. Those days are Wednesdays. 

 
       North of Main St.     South of Main St. 

Jan. 2*, 15, 29  Jan. 8, 22 
 Feb. 12, 26  Feb. 5, 19 
 Mar. 12, 26  Mar. 5, 19 

    Apr. 9, 23  Apr. 2, 16, 30 
   May 7, 21  May 14, 29* 
  June 4, 18  June 11, 25 
July 2, 16, 30  July 9, 23 
 Aug. 13, 27  Aug. 6, 20 
Sept. 10, 24  Set. 4*. 17 

   Oct. 8, 22  Oct. 1, 15, 29 
  Nov. 5, 19  Nov. 12, 26 
Dec. 3, 17, 31  Dec. 10, 24 

 

Recycling FAQs 
Should caps be removed before recycling? 
  Yes. Caps are considered a contaminant when mixed with 
other plastics. Also, caps trap liquids that stay in the bottle. 
This makes it difficult for specialized machinery to properly 
sort the plastic and the bottle could end up in the trash rather 
recycled. 

Is there a place to take unused medicine? 
  Residents can safely dispose of unused medication 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week at a permanent drop box located that 
the Calumet County Sheriffs Department at 206 Court St. 
 
Do I need to take labels off jars and cans? 
   There is no need to waste water and energy struggling with 
labels. The labels are burned off during the recycling process.  
 
Where can I recycle compact florescent lightbulbs? 
Farm & Home accepts the bulbs for a $1 charge. 

Item       What’s Recyclable  Clean & Prep  Not Recyclable 
 
Glass       Bottles and jars only               Remove lids, rinse clean,          Windows, mirrors, light bulbs, 
       Clear, green and brown               Remove rings          pyrex, ceramics, drinking glasses, 
              medical containers 
 
Aluminum       Cans, trays & foil               Rinse clean    
 
Tin & Steel       Food cans only               Rinse clean          Aerosol cans, paint cans 
Cans 
 
Plastics       Milk, soda, detergent bottles        Rinse clean, remove         Grocery plastic bags, Styrofoam, 
       Shampoo, ketchup, peanut           and discard lids          hazardous or chemical materials
       Butter, containers      
       #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, & 7 
 
Newspapers       Newspapers, magazines,               Tie with string or          Contaminated paper, hardcover 
Magazines       other clean paper items                twine or place in paper         books 
       Including office paper,                 grocery bag 
       cereal boxes, envelopes 
       junk mail, gift boxes and  
       shredded paper.  
 
Corrugated      Cardboard boxes                Flatten, tie & bundle         Pizza boxes, waxed boxes 
Cardboard      (any size)                 no larger than 2’ x2’  
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Building Permits 
   Permits are re-
quired for building, 
plumbing and elec-
trical work exceed-
ing $500 in value 
for building, repair 
addition or struc-

tural alteration including accesso-
ry buildings and fences. The per-
mit fee will double if owner fails 
to obtain a permit before starting 
work.  
   Building permits are now re-
quired for roof replacements. 
   Building permits are not re-
quired for: 
   1. Carpeting, flooring, wallpaper 
and painting; 
   2. Replacing plumbing fixtures 
as long as it does not involve the 
moving of water lines or drain  
vent piping and is not part of a remodel project that does re-
quire a permit; and 
   3. Replacing outlets, switches and light fixtures that do not 
include adding any electrical circuits. 
   It’s recommended that citizens and builders contact  
building inspector Paul Birschbach at City Hall at 849-2451 pri-
or to construction to see what’s required by permit. Paul’s 
business hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
Chilton Public Library, 221 Park St., 849-4414 

   Steve Thiry, Director.  
   Website: www.chiltonlibrary.org. 
   Hours: 
   Sun. Closed 
   Mon-Wed. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
   Thurs-Fri: Noon-6 p.m. 
   Sat. 10 a.m.-1p.m. 

   The collection includes popular fiction and nonfiction books, 
magazines, newspapers, books on CD, popular films on DVD, 
games puzzles and reference materials. We have a unique gene-
alogy and local history collection and provide many high-quality 
online databases. The collection is enhanced by a six-library 
system that shares resources and provides daily material deliv-
ery. Chilton Public Library participates as a WISCAT member 
to provide access to library materials from across Wisconsin 
and neighboring states as needed. 
 
Services offered: 
 WI-FI during library hours 
 Internet access computers 
 Children story time Monday and Wednesday 
 Summer reading program 

 Book discussions/reader ad-
visory 
 Fax machine 
 Color photocopier 
 Saddle stapler/hole punch 
 Microfilm/microfiche reader 
and printer 
 Meeting room for local non-
profit groups 
 Mah Jongg Players meet on 
Thursdays at 1p.m. 
 Crafters meet Wednesdays 
at 6 p.m. 

Friends of the Library 
The Friends of the Chilton Public 
Library’s purpose is to provide 
individuals opportunities to vol-
unteer time and talents that pro-
mote and serve the Chilton Pub-
lic Library. Ask the circulation 

staff how you can become a member. 
 
Dog Licenses 

A dog license is required if you own a dog 
that is more than five months of age on Janu-
ary 1 or five months of age in the calendar 
year. Owners must present a current rabies 
certificate when applying for a dog license. 
Licenses are $8 for an unneutered male or 
unspayed female dog; $3 for a neutered male 

or spayed female dog. Dogs must be licensed by March 31st of 
each year to avoid a late fee. Licenses are issued at City Hall. 
 
Chilton Recreation Department 
The City of Chilton organizes soccer, baseball, softball, basket-
ball, flag football and volleyball for area youth. Registration 
forms are available at City Hall prior to the start of each pro-
gram. Also, the rec department has an e-mail notification sys-
tem that sends registration forms to your computer. Go to the 
city website to “Recreation” under “City Departments” to reg-
ister for this service and to learn more about the rec programs. 
    The rec programs are always in need of volunteer coaches 
and paid program directors. Contact City Hall for more info. 
 
Chilton City Band 

The Chilton City Band is looking for new mem-
bers. The band rehearses at 7 p.m. from April to 
August at City Hall and performs weekly con-
certs during the summer months on Thursdays. 
Additionally, the band marches in area parades. 
The band also provides refresher lessons for 

those who have not played their instruments in a while. For 
more information contact Rod Rautmann at 849-9232 or direc-
tor Dick Gilles at 849-2358. 

Chilton: What you need to know 
Who’s Who At City Hall 
Address: 42 School St. Phone: (920) 849-2451 
Mayor:         Gerald Vanne 
City Clerk/Treasurer/Administrative Coordinator:  

  Helen Schmidlkofer 
Accounting/Utility Clerk:            Lisa Meyer 
Director of Public Works:       Todd Schwarz 
Public Works Administrative Assistant:            Judy Thiel 
Fire Chief:         Gary Halbach 
Development Director:         Shawn Reilly 
Building/Plumbing Inspector:    Paul Birschbach 
Recreation Director:          Jeff Schwarz 
Office Hours:                      7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-Fri. 
Web Site:                             www.chilton.govoffice.com 
E-mail:                            info@chilton.govoffice.com 
 
Chilton Police Department (Phone: 849-4855) 
Police Chief:           Larry Seipel 
Police Administrative Assistant:        Jenny Alkire 
Office Hours:        8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Mon-Fri 

http://www.chiltonlibrary.org/�
http://www.chilton.govoffice.com/�
mailto:info@chilton.govoffice.com�
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